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ABSTRACT

The Arabic word “Talab” defines an urge for knowtggland the seekers of the same are accordingleddlbliban, a
name on which emerged an unprecedented radicahlssotio-religious and political movement towarde tater 26
century in Afghanistan. The movement was organiged group of some young people who claimed thededt from
different ethno-tribal groups. In the beginninge timovement was confined to a limited area but spo@ad to other parts
and assumed an appealing character with the takeoféhe Afghan government with its fundamentalseldaon the
Qur'an (Holy Book of the Muslims) and the Haditlay®igs of the Prophétj’"
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The Taliban emerged as a radical socio-religiogspolitical movement in Afghanistan towards the latventieth century.
The movement was organized by a group of some y@auple who claimed their decent from differentnettribal
groups. In the beginning, it was confined to a tiédiarea but soon spread to other parts and assamadprecedented
character. Since the movement aimed at Islamic/aéisim, socio-economic and educational institutierese, as such,
framed in accordance with the laws of Qur'an andlitha Accordingly, knowledge was mostly impartedtire Muslim
educational institutionalism, the deeni MadrasRsason being that the architects of the movemgrand large, were the
products of these institutions. Given this kindrefigious orientation, the Taliban subordinatedirtfege-long tribal
interests to religious supremacy. Quite precisttlgse Deeni Madrasas provided a comprehensivecalum which was
admixture more of religious and less of modernrszge Its common feature was the invocation of gfieiggainst the un
Islamic rule for building a just society as laidwdoin the Qur'an and Hadith both of which aboundhwinstances urging
the believers to wrest themselves from the clutdidgbe non-believers. The Qur'an and Hadith alsotain instructions
to the effect of evolving a state based on peacereih protection of life and property could be gudeed to all
irrespective of caste, creed and colour. It isc faat in their individual capacity, the Muslimadertook missionary and
other sorts of activities for the spread of Isl@ut at the institutional level, these Madrassasmtitllag behind for they
produced number of youth imbued with the idea b&di Indeed long before the emergence of the Tralithee Afghans
under the spirit of Jihad offered Persistent rasist to the imperial British power in the ninetéesgntury and the Soviets
in the twentieth century while ignoring their complnature of tribal animosity. They irresistiblypgtl against the alien
rule probably because the idea of jihad as deegthgrched into their psyche. This is why the Talilbarried forward the

given legacy in the late #0century. However, in context to the Taliban, thent Jihad was explainable in terms of war

| Impact Factor(JCC): 3.7985 — This article can be dowatted fromwww.impactjournals.us |




[ 474 Prof Nazneen Jan QurasHi

against the most murderous snare of some banditaifgroups who after the SoOviet withdrawal hadieeed the life of

the commoners fairly miserable.

No doubt, after the Soviet withdrawal in 1989, asggmment had bee4n formed under the President afhip
Najibullah ( 1989-92). But the said government doubt with stand the test of time and soon colldpséich culminated
in a devastating civil war among warring Afghanti@es for politico- territorial and tribal dominati in the country. The
civil war resulted in huge human losses and unpieuted property damage in whole Afghanistan. Ineabs f a
centralized authority, there was no name of law arter which made life usage and insecure fromrdified point of
view, this of course included the trade. Most @& #lignificant trade routes had, as such, becomeadat flesh point for

several local and armed groups. The traders, metelaad civilians were subjected to huge and ueddbr levies.

To address to this most unpleasant state of affdiesTaliban surfaced on the Afghan soil as a kongrate of
several Afghan groups. The reasons underlying #gmiergence were many; one of them was connectédtiétrape of
three innocent Afghan girls on the grounds of fribgalry. Since the Taliban had distinguished litd®y its strong
religious ideology based on s9cial justice and tjpali stability, lots of rural-urban people ralliedund it under the
charismatic leadership of Mulla Mohammad Omer. &iterate, Mulla Omer organized activities aimedliaarming the
most power hungry and marauding factions and heglpie oppressed sections of the Afghan societynd\lwith the
armed activates, he made noble efforts to motitleewarring factions through peaceful means. Irefffisrts, the United
States helped the Taliban for they wanted the &alitp act as a watch dog against the growing Russfluence in the
region. Pakistan had also many considerations ienellng moral and material support to the Talib@ne of them was
really to see an end to the Afghan refugee probigllowing civil war in the pre-Taliban period. Maveer, Pakistan
intended to import Central Asian huge gas and esburces through the shortest Afghanistan-Pakistate. A stable
government in the Afghanistan was quite essenbiaktie accomplishment of these multifarious objesi All sorts of
evidences point to the Pakistan’s involvement ippsuiting the Taliban. The magnitude of support e@asarge that some
believed and rightly so that the Taliban was haifiichild’ of Pakistan. That the Taliban metamorggub into a strong

military power controlling 85% of the Afghan teoily in 1994, was essentially due to the Pakistadequate patronage.

In short, the Taliban originated from an indigergusrganized and deep-rooted movement that was ttean
restore Islamic values in the Afghan society. Tihatay, it was a strong reaction against the sstkiig, anarchic, corrupt
and immoral order that obtained in Afghanistan ptithe Taliban; indeed, it was a reaction agaamstin-pleasant state
of affairs which had made life of the most credsl@nd innocent Afghans quite miserable. On thateflore, came the
Taliban as a savoir for it gave a centralized comum® an otherwise fragmented country. With thatme in peace and
normalcy, exception apart. Economic transactioraheg be conducted smoothly which in turn gavegh sff relief to the
agriculturist’s, traders and merchants. Above algmen felt shielded and protected against some udarg and
inhumanly behaving Afghan tribal groups. The Afgbdereafter were domesticated to live a modes argllife that was
bereft of moral waywardness. In that process, womere asked to wear (Burga) veil. For keeping tleainstandards,
they were debarred from seeking the governmentice=nand working in the public enterprises. Theluation was
suspended and they were confined within the foulsved their houses. They were debarred to seekatthn in schools.
However, those of them who were in the minor ageigrwere allowed to seek education in the tradiidviuslim
educational institutions where curriculum and krexge imparted was purely of religious nature. Beisgentially the

products of the Deeni Madrasas, the minds of tHibdmawere occupied by the Islamic thought. Theg,Haerefore to see
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them conventionally and emotionally attached toBeeni Madrasas which served as the nurserieshatl from within
and outside besides an alternative mode of modéroation. Thus the underlying objective of the Bati was to institute
a pure Islamic state which was better able to9renf&hari’ah and eradicate social vices promotegdyer hungry group

of the so called Mujahidin after the withdrawaltbé soviets and the end of the civil war.

The policies of the Taliban were no doubt praisetino But the mean devised to execute them wetérets
immethodical and harsh and which probably crediedytounds for the collapse of the Taliban afteery brief spell. The
educational policy was appreciable in terms ofritral objective. But it deprived the Afghans esplgithe women from
the basic right to education. Consequently, theyrenor less, remained illiterate and backward cosgbéo their counter
parts in and outside the Asian continent. Likewidgs education imparted in the medieval instituidiorendered the
Afghans conservative and ignorant about scientificelopment taking place at the global level. Is\parhaps this factor
that made the Taliban fanatic and intolerant towarther religions. The demolition of some relicsaotient culture at

Bamiyan suffices to prove the argument.
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